Georgia Canines for Independence 1540 Heritage Cove Acworth, Ga. 30102

Phone:404-824-4637  E-mail:gcidogs@aol.com  Web site:www.gcidogs.org

SERVICE DOG TRAINING PROGRAM

PRE-APPLICATION INFORMATION

DO YOU WANT A SERVICE DOG? 

Working with a service dog very well could be one of the most rewarding experiences of your life. However, it can also prove to be a frustrating and a burdensome experience. The purpose of this pre-application is to assist you in determining whether or not you really want a service dog as an intervention for your particular disability. A service dog’s devotion to its partner is due to the thousands of hours of time spent by trainers and volunteers in training the dog’s tasks and skills. 

Please read the pre-application information thoroughly and carefully. We will pose several questions and intend this to be thought provoking. In order for us to do our job well we need you to seriously consider the questions that follow. 

These are dogs that have been trained to perform certain skills. Their training has been presented to them in the form of conditioned behaviors and reinforced using positive reinforcement techniques. 

As the recipient of a service dog it will become your responsibility to follow through with the training that started here at Georgia Canines for Independence (GCI). At this point you must ask yourself, “am I prepared to practice skills and reinforce behaviors with a dog (everyday) for the next 8 to 10 years”? If you have answered no… a service dog is not appropriate for you. 

Perhaps one of the best analogies is to consider that the first six months to one year of having a new service dog can be much like having a child. The new service dog requires input and supervision, and you are responsible to provide both. 

Timing the receipt of your new service dog is crucial. If you have just started college, recently moved, started a new job or have live in company it is best to wait before obtaining a service dog. The first year with a new service dog is a critical period. It is best if you can give 100% of your time and attention to the new service dog. 

The one to two weeks that you will spend at the GCI training center is referred to as “team training”. This period of time at the training center is intense, stressful and exhausting. You must ask yourself, “can I afford (time, money, energy) a week or two at GCI. 

Travel to/from/during team training, meals and personal items are your responsibility. You are responsible for a personal care attendant should you require one. GCI does not offer a dog until he/she has completed all the necessary training and testing and is absolutely ready for placement. This means that you will receive approximately thirty days notice of your team training dates.
DOLLARS AND CENTS 

The average cost to GCI for training a dog is $17,000 for a service dog and $10,000 for a skilled companion. Many people (GCI staff with whom the dogs live, volunteers, and countless corporate and individual donors) have worked hard and made sacrifices to provide you with this special opportunity. GCI provides the dog and a lifetime of instruction at no cost; therefore, we ask that you make a commitment to giveback to our charity and/or community. This may take any number of forms including a personal donation, fundraising to help off-set your dog’s expenses, and/or performing some type of community outreach work with your canine partner. GCI believes very strongly in helping those willing to help themselves and willing to earn the privilege of receiving an assistance dog. Your efforts also help to sustain GCI’s programs allowing someone else in need to receive the same opportunity given to you.
WHERE THE DOG WILL LIVE 

Where you live and what type of housing you live in is an important consideration as well. Indoor space for the large dog as well as an outdoor area for exercise should be considered. 

Who shares a residence with you? Spouse, parents, children and roommates must be a consideration. How do they feel about sharing a residence with a dog, or gaining increased 

independence? Individuals who are not supportive of this endeavor will most likely prove to be problematic. Be sure to talk this over with all those who will be affected directly and indirectly. 

What about employers, schools and places of public accommodation. Chances are someone within these categories will challenge your legal right to be accompanied by a service dog. Are you prepared to be a self-advocate for your public access rights? You do have the legal right to 

be accompanied by a service dog; however that doesn’t mean that right will not be challenged. How will you deal with that? 
Please note that GCI does not recommend that a service dog accompany a child to school until the high school level.
Be forewarned your service dog will draw the attention of every dog owner in the mall, on the street and in the workplace. They will stop to visit and to share stories of their dogs. If you are introverted this may prove to be quite annoying and in some cases even stressful. Think this 

through… your service dog will accompany you everywhere you go for the next 8 years or more. 

FOR THE LOVE OF A DOG! 

Dog hair, slobber and drool, feces and urine are all a part of dog ownership. As a service dog owner you are responsible for the care of the dog. This means daily grooming, picking up behind them and tolerating hair and saliva on your clothes. Through care, dogs can be kept 

relatively clean and tidy; but they are dogs and with that must come acceptance of the above. 

Through the course of the working life of a service dog he/she will (most likely) have an upset tummy or minor illness at some point, resulting in a housebreaking accident or vomiting on the floor. He/she may get a hold of your new shoes or your new wooden chair leg and use them as a chew toy. You will go through the next six to eight years with dog hair as a permanent accessory to your wardrobe. If the thought of the above items disgusts you, we would strongly suggest something other than a service dog to assist with your disability. 

Please take a moment to think about the answers to these questions. What task(s) or skill(s) will a service dog perform that will be a positive intervention for my disability? How will a service dog improve my life? Give these questions a moment’s time. Should you choose to move 

further into the application process you will see these questions again and will be asked to answer them in writing. 
Please note the basic requirements to receive a GCI dog:

1. If eligible, you will be asked to complete a full application, which includes a letter from you explaining why you want a service dog, a written autobiography, and a medical evaluation form, which your healthcare provider will complete.

2. If eligible, you must complete an in-person interview at GCI. A second interview may be conducted in your home.
3. You must complete one (for skilled companion) – two weeks (for service dog) of instruction at GCI in Acworth, Ga.

4. You must complete multiple tests including written, oral, and dog handling exams to qualify for public access with your dog. Each service dog team is re-tested every two years to maintain public access.

5. After taking your dog home, you must complete monthly written evaluations on your dog’s behavior and performance for the first year.

6. You must demonstrate an ability to care for your dog financially, physically, and emotionally.
Receiving an assistance dog is a serious, long-term commitment for all involved. Though the physical and emotional costs are great requiring tremendous dedication, the benefits are life-changing! Research has shown that service dogs increase independence, self-esteem, social interactions. Many service dog owners gain the ability to accept employment or attend school. Many of GCI’s recipients believe that their dog has led to better self-care and improved overall health. 
Please take the time to fill in this form. Return this form to GCI at 1540 Heritage Cove Acworth, Ga. 30102. 
Georgia Canines for Independence 1540 Heritage Cove Acworth, Ga. 30102   404-735-3647   www.gcidogs.org
SERVICE DOG PRE-APPLICATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
Please note that GCI is currently only accepting applications for mobility service dogs or canines that assist children and adults with physical disabilities. 
Priority is given to residents in and around the North Georgia and metro-Atlanta area.
Please check the box that fits your needs: 

□ Service Dog: assists the individual with skills such as retrieving dropped items, turning on lights, opening doors,  carrying items, among other tasks, with public access, identifying equipment and photo ID. 
□ Skilled Companion Dog: assists the individual, much the same way a service dog does, in the home without public access and will have no identifying equipment. 
Applicant Name                                    Date:
Parent / Guardian Name (if applicable)
Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Home Phone                           Work Phone 

Cell Phone                           Email Address 

Age of Applicant 
Description of Disability 
Will your physician support a Service Dog in your life?                                                                                        

                                                   Yes   No 

How long have you had the disability? 

Is your disability stable? If no, please describe 
What would you want the service dog to do for you? 

How many people in the house and ages? 

Number and type of pets in the home 

Living arrangements (apartment, house with fenced in yard, etc.) 

Are you able to financially support a dog? If so, how 

(The typical cost of dog ownership averages $700 / year.)
How will the dog receive exercise? 

Are there family/friends in the community to support you and your canine partner (i.e.transportation to vet if needed, etc.) 

Are you able to clean up after the dog or arrange for someone to cleanup? 

Are you able to travel to GCI located in Acworth, Ga. for the one – two weeks of team training?   Yes   No
Thank you for completing the pre-application questionnaire. A GCI staff member will contact you within 10 business days regarding your questionnaire. 
